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Abstract

The objective structured clinical examination (OSCE) is an examination format to assess the clinical competence of
health science students. The purpose of the present study was to survey the status of the implementation of an OSCE for
undergraduate physical therapy students in Japanese universities and to introduce a physical therapy OSCE to the educational
program of our department based on the survey. Prior to making a questionnaire to survey the status of the implementation of
an OSCE, we visited two departments implementing an OSCE in the physical therapy educational program, and consolidated
the information regarding the usage of OSCE. Subsequently, a questionnaire was sent to all physical therapy departments in
Japanese universities. The questionnaire was answered by 53 % departments. The 64 % departments implemented physical
therapy OSCE in their educational programs. The survey elucidated that the objective of the OSCE was to motivate students
to improve clinical skill rather than to strictly assess the clinical competence, indicating that most departments used OSCE as a
teaching OSCE. Actually, the students failed to go up to next grade due to the poor results of OSCE only in 19% departments.
Only 14 % departments recruited outside standardized patients in the OSCE. In reference to the survey, we introduced the
OSCE to our educational program as a teaching OSCE which facilitate student to learn clinical skill and adapt the students
to a clinical circumstance. This study firstly reported the status of the implementation of an OSCE in Japanese four-year
undergraduate program, which could contribute to the standardization of the OSCE format in Japanese physical therapy
education based on multicenter works among the departments.
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