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The effect of nurses' ethical behavior and organizational climate on burnout
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Abstract

Using a scale-based questionnaire survey, this study aims to determine the impact of the nurses’ ethical behavior and
organizational environment on burnout among 600 clinical nurses. The burnout tendency was lower as nurses with high ethical
behavior were few; however, no effect of the nurses’ ethical behavior and interaction because of the organizational climate was
observed on burnout. Thus, the analysis of each sub-scale of burnout revealed that, in nursing, irrespective of recognizing the
climate as free and active or forcefully inactive, nurses with high ethical behavior were fewer than those with low nursing
ethical behavior. In addition, a tendency to depersonalization from the master was low. The emotional exhaustion feeling is
higher in the climate that recognizes freedom than the climate that recognizes compulsion. Besides, nurses with high ethical
behavior tend to experience emotional exhaustion, thus feeling more exhausted than those with low ethical behavior.
Furthermore, regarding the sense of personal achievement, nurses with higher ethical behavior had higher personal
accomplishment than those with low ethical behavior in a mandatory and strict climate.
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