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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to objectively evaluate the life and works of Tomoto Kobori, known as the "father of historical
painting” . Tomoto was born on 26th March 1864 in modern Sano City, Tochigi Prefecture. Since both his father and elder
brother performed locally as painters, he excelled at drawing from an early age. Seeking the necessity in accurately depict
historical scenes of the past, Tomoto eagerly studied Yusoku Kojitsu, a study of traditional codes in court and military. As a
result, Tomoto made a name in his restoration of Japanese traditional armour as well as his paintings. Earning prizes in his
twenties and thirties, he devoted himself to make medieval armour in his forties, due to the engagement in the restoration of
the national treasure of that kind in 1902. Tomoto was reassigned as a professor at Tokyo Fine Arts School in 1908. He was
invited as an Imperial household artist in June 1917. In his later years, he was also appointed as the director of Japanese Style
paintings in Meiji Memorial Picture Gallery in 1926. Unfortunately, the hard work required in this project, Tomoto fails in
health and caused, passing away on 1st October 1931. With the change in values after World War II, his achievements, which
depict many battle scenes from the ancient times, were regarded as belligerent and completely forgotten by the public.
However, related on his high skills as a painter, and the details based on the update historical evidence of his days, Tomoto' s
artistic quality has slowly been reevaluated since the 1970° s. An objective and fair evaluation of his work shall allow us to
analyse the impact of his work on the intellectual history of his time from a new perspective.
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