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From “Political Parrhesia” to “Aesthetics of Existence”
- An Aspect of Foucault's Interpretation of Plato
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Abstract

This essay attempts to clarify the problem of the subject and politics in the late Foucault by relying on Michel Foucault’ s
lectures, “The Government of Self and Others (1982-1983)" and “The Courage of Truth (1983-1984)" . Although much has
been said about Foucault since his so-called “return to the subject,” and even if we can assign various meanings to his change
of direction, the question of the linkage between subjectification and politics is a surprisingly overlooked, if not neglected,
aspect of his work. For even if, as we will argue, the politics of the late Foucault ultimately leads back to the subject, it seems
that Foucault in this period, by speaking of Plato, is rather deeply involved in the problem of politics.

At the same time, however, it is important to note that “political parrhesia” in Foucault is not a collective dimension but a
reflection back to the self, ultimately converging on the “aesthetics of existence.” Therefore, we will extract the parts of
Foucault’ s interpretation of Plato in which the issues of subjectification and politics are closely connected, and try to clarify
how the political is shifted to the “aesthetics of existence,” the self as a work of art, which, after all, is positioned superior to

the political and the collective.
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