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Are Punctuated Sentences Off-putting to Young Adult?
Examining the Impression of the Punctuation Mark “,” in Japanese Text Messaging

Taku KANETA

Teikyo University of Science

Abstract

This study explores the negative connotation associated with the use of punctuation mark “s” in Japanese text messaging.
Text messaging is widely used as a form of computer-mediated communication (CMC) and lately its textual features have
been of interest to linguistics. However, comparatively little attention has been paid to how receivers comprehend the
messages. The present study replicated Gunraj, et al. (2016)’s research and carried out questionnaire research with Japanese
language, examining intuitions that sentence-end “.” is interpreted as imbuing the statement with negative valence, proposed
by several authors. Through a quantitative analysis involving a questionnaire, the author found that responses incorporating
"." at the end of the sentence were perceived more negatively by university undergraduate students compared to those
without the mark. The mark “.”, traditionally viewed as a neutral mark signaling the end of a thought, appears to assume a
subtly negative connotation within the context of informal, electronic communication. The result indicated a linguistic shift
where punctuation is not only a grammatical, mechanical symbol, but also a conveyor of pragmatic nuance. It is deduced that
punctuation in text messaging serves as a communicative tool employed by senders and understood by receivers to express
pragmatic and social information.
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