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Development of original national examination educational program in the occupational therapy education
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Abstract

The purpose of this series of research is to develop the effective educational program that is aimed at the success of National
Occupational Therapy Examination. In this study, we examined effectiveness of our new program that focus on boosting
student academic ability.

The subjects of this new education program consisted of 16 students from the 4%-year students of the Department of
Occupational Therapy at Teikyo University of Science. The new program included group learning, lectures on special
measures, and individual tutorial. This program was divided into 5 terms according to the content, and academic ability judging
was determined by 10 mock exams during the 5-term period and the actual national exam. The subject group was separated
into high-score achievement group (5 students) , the middle group (5 students) , and the low-scoring group (6 students) .
The patterns of their changes were also analyzed.

As a result, the students’ academic abilities were significantly improved. Although temporary declining was seen in
the third term, group learning period, the score gradually improved. It appeared that the patterns of improvement were
distinctive in each group. The high-score group showed achievement of average scores to pass the national exam in all 5
terms with the exception of the third term however, the middle and low-scoring groups failed to achieve sufficient scores in
all 5 terms to pass the national exam despite their academic improvement. These results suggest effectiveness of the new
program for improving academic achievement. However, in order to promote learning measures more sufficiently, it was
concluded that need for lower-grade students to acquire their own effective learning habit is essential.
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